H220

daughters never returned home from
the line of duty. In my home State of
California, 11 officers lost, one even
from my own district, Deputy Jack
Hopkins of the Modoc County Sheriff’s
Department. We recognize him, and we
recognize all the brave men and women
around this country who sacrifice, who
stand as a thin blue line between us
and a lot of mayhem. We are truly
grateful and want to take time this
day to recognize what you do for us.
God bless you all. Amen.

——————

REAL LEADERSHIP TACKLES
ISSUES

(Mr. RICHMOND asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to defend an 18-year-old school
student who expressed his life experi-
ences, and he did it in the form of art
protected by the First Amendment to
our Constitution.

But what I also want to do is make
sure that we, as Members of Congress,
don’t use our bully pulpit in this very
prestigious and most elite body in the
United States to condemn the actions
of an 18-year-old who is only expressing
what he sees on a daily basis.

What real leadership is is to talk to
that young man and ask him why, in
his community, this is his perception;
ask him why he fears the police; and
ask him why, in his neighborhood, they
fear the police. We, as Members of Con-
gress, understand the sacrifice of law
enforcement and the fact that they put
their lives on the line every day, and
we honor them.

But when there is a question on any
segment of our society that they don’t
get equal justice, equal protection of
the laws, and that the Pledge of Alle-
giance rings hollow when you say ‘‘and
justice for all,” what real leadership
does is tackle that issue as opposed to
jumping on an 18-year-old high school
student.

COMMENDING LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today on Law En-
forcement Appreciation Day to com-
mend the law enforcement officers
throughout our Nation who answer the
call to serve their communities. Law
enforcement officers face increasingly
difficult circumstances while working
to serve and protect the public. It is a
dangerous job, and often it is a thank-
less job.

Just last week, Pennsylvania
mourned the loss of a 23-year-old Penn-
sylvania State Police trooper who was
shot and Kkilled while investigating a
domestic incident.

Our officers put on their uniforms
each day knowing that they can be in
harm’s way at any moment. They an-
swer the calls in times of distress, they
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follow the rules, and they wear the
badge proudly.

We must remember that our officers
are mothers and fathers, sons and
daughters, and husbands and wives.
They are human, and they arguably
have one of the most difficult jobs in
America. So today, and each day, let’s
honor our brothers and sisters in blue.
Let’s thank them for the important
work they do to keep us all safe.

———

WE SHOULD BE HELD TO A
HIGHER STANDARD

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, the 115th
Congress has a unique opportunity to
clean the swamp, especially of Mem-
bers who were convicted of committing
felonies while serving in office and
drawing a retirement check from the
taxpayers.

I reintroduced the Trust Restored to
the United States Taxpayer Act, which
eliminates the taxpayer-funded portion
of congressional pensions for Members
who were convicted of a felony while
serving. I applaud the 10 fellow Mem-
bers of the House who cosponsored
TRUST, and, in doing so, demonstrated
they were willing to hold themselves
accountable to their employers, the
American taxpayers.

We are willing to hold ourselves to
the same standards we hold those who
serve in our military and elsewhere. If
Members of Congress are serious about
cleaning up Washington and are truly
accountable for their actions then sup-
porting this bill is common sense. If we
break the law and break the trust of
the people who have placed us in power
as their representatives then we should
be willing to forfeit the taxpayer-fund-
ed portion of our retirement.

We are not above the law. If any-
thing, we should be held to a higher
standard. I encourage my colleagues to
support this.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LEwIs of Minnesota). The Chair will
recognize Members for Special Order
speeches without prejudice to the re-
sumption of legislative business.

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES FACING
OUR COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. RICHMOND) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?
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There was no objection.

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, it is
an honor and a privilege to have this
opportunity to stand on the House
floor and to anchor the Congressional
Black Caucus’ Special Order hour,
where today we want to discuss some
of the issues and challenges con-
fronting this country that we hope this
newly constituted Congress will be pre-
pared to take up as we move into the
115th Congress.

The first and most glaring issue con-
fronting the Congressional Black Cau-
cus is the nomination and confirmation
of JEFF SESSIONS to be the Attorney
General of the United States. The
members of this caucus, since its in-
ception, have fought for equality and
justice, and we do it because it is the
right thing to do, and that is how we
were raised.

JEFF SESSIONS’ record is atrocious
when it comes to equal rights, equal
protection, justice for all, and voting
rights. At worst, he was a cocon-
spirator in the promotion of segrega-
tion and discrimination. At best, he
lacked the courage and motivation to
fight for equality, equal protection,
and justice.

In the words of Maya Angelou:
“When someone shows you who they
are believe them. . . .”” President-elect
Trump has shown us time and time
again exactly who he is through his
words and his actions. His Cabinet
nominations offer further evidence of
who he is and what he values. Each of
these individuals have shown us who
they are as well.

Mr. Speaker, tonight you will hear
from many passionate, educated, expe-
rienced freedom fighters from our com-
munities, and they will each address
their concerns with the nominations
coming from the President-elect. We do
it out of an obligation to continue to
fight for the least of those, those who
cannot hire a lobbyist, those who are
struggling to make ends meet, those
who wake up every day trying to figure
out how to put clothes on their kids’
back, food on the table, a house, a roof
over their head, and to continue to
fight for the American Dream, oppor-
tunity for their children.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

IMPACT OF CABINET
NOMINATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. VEASEY) is recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of
the minority leader.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
welcome you to tonight’s Congres-
sional Black Caucus Special Order hour
that will examine the negative impact
of President-elect Trump’s nomina-
tions for the position of U.S. Attorney
General, Secretary of Education, and
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices.
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